
2015 Parham Cabernet Sauvignon  

97 points - National Liquor News Annual Cabernet Tasting  

96 points - James Halliday (Weekend Australian) “The focus is on the fruit, which needs no winemaker flourish other than 

100% new oak. Blackcurrant rides high on the bouquet, oak on its postilion. Tannins make their presence felt on the palate, 

which will stand the wine in good stead as it ages.” 

96 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “A glorious expression of the variety made from grapes grown in McLaren Vale (85%) and 

Coonawarra (15%); the impressively fragrant bouquet shows crème de cassis, mixed berry compote, cigar, cocoa and cedar 

characters. The palate is impressively weighted and concentrated with awesome fruit power and richness, wonderfully supported 

by stylish oak infusion and chalky tannins. A compelling rendition offering symphonic flavours. 5 stars.” 

96 points - Australian Wine Showcase Magazine 

95 points - Huon Hooke (The Real Review) “Deep, dark red colour with a purple rim and a concentrated, bold aroma of 

blackberry and cassis with a lacing of mint. A lot of oak as well. The palate is full-boded, firm and tense, with abundant firm 

tannins and a core of sweet berry fruit. A concentrated, well-structured cabernet with length, power and considerable ageing 

potential.” 

95 points - Mike Bennie (WBM Magazine) 

95 points - Qwine “A tribute to Bill Parham, Geoff Merrill's grandfather, who lived 102 years and one month. This Cabernet 

will, too, be long-lived. Aged in brand new American oak for 27 months and sourced from two premium sites - “Wickham” 

McLaren Vale (85%) and “Graymoor” Coonawarra (15%). A luxurious wine. It just smells of class. The American oak adds some 

sweetness, but the depth of blackcurrant fruit out-wrestles it. Quite a herby and tomatoey type early, sage, mint and some dried 

herbs are prominent alongside that black fruit. The mintiness gains momentum with more time in the glass. Sit back, loosen the 

belt a notch or two and just enjoy.” 

2006 Henley Shiraz  

97 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “A magnificent offering; the immensely complex bouquet shows blackberry, plum jam, cake 

spice, cocoa and cedar characters with a subtle lift of floral. The palate is superbly concentrated and sumptuous, exhibiting  

outstanding depth and power, brilliantly framed by velvety tannins. Seamless and impressively long on the finish. At its best: 

2020 to 2036 - 5 stars”.  

95 points - Halliday Wine Companion “You can easily drink this now but the rip of integrated tannin has it set for a long  

future. It's awash with complex spice and leather characters, yet forceful through the finish. Licorice, tobacco and dark  

chocolate notes continue the developed-but-youthful theme. Sweeter citrus candy flavours complete an exotic picture”.  

Latest Reviews - July 2019 
Geoff Merrill Wines is proud to be rated “5 Red Stars” in the James Halliday Australian  

Wine Companion placing us in the top 10% of premium wine producers in Australia. 



2012 Reserve Shiraz 

96 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “This is gloriously opulent and magnificently developing; the instantly appealing bouquet 

shows dark fruit richness combined with seductive notes of cocoa, cake spice and cedar, leading to a concentrated palate that is 

plush and impressively weighted. It is powerful and intense, wonderfully enhanced by velvety mouthfeel and seamlessly  

integrated silky tannins. Multi-layered and totally delicious. At its best: 2026. 5 stars.” 

94 points - Huon Hooke (The Real Review) “Deep red to brick-red colour, showing maturity, as is the bouquet which is toasty, 

smoky, earthy, walnutty and more about mellow-aged character than primary fruit, while the palate is full-bodied and plush, 

showing signs of generous oaking. Crisp acidity keeps the palate bright in spite of hefty body and a certain chewiness.” 

94 points - Ray Jordan (The West Australian) “The reserve is a result of selecting the best barrels and then giving them  

another whack of oak. The rich succulence of McLaren Vale is evident, and the oak helps build structure and intensity on the 

palate. Will handle some cellaring.” 

94 points (Gold Medal) - Asia International Wine Competition 

93 points - Halliday Wine Companion ”A rich, avuncular wine that is comforting in its tenacious hold on the way things were 

and for many, comfortably remain. Bitter chocolate, malt, dried black fruit and hoisin sauce notes bulldoze their way across a 

palate layered with pliant grape tannins, plenty of vanilla pod oak and very perky acidity. Remarkably, there is nothing  

particularly heavy about it all.”  

93 points - Australian Wine Showcase Magazine 

 

2012 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 

95 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “Made from grapes grown in Coonawarra and McLaren Vale, this splendid rendition shows 

cassis, spiced plum, vanilla, smoked game and cedar characters on the nose, leading to a concentrated palate that displays 

outstanding weight and depth. The wine delivers classic varietal intensity backed by flowing mouthfeel and fine texture, finishing 

impressively long and engaging. Wonderfully harmonious and gratifying. At its best: now to 2026. 5 stars.” 

94 points - Ray Jordan (The West Australian) “The lifted varietal, leafy, blackcurrant notes of Coonawarra are evident from 

the first engagement on the nose. The palate is silky smooth. It’s had 34 months in French and American oak hogsheads, yet the 

fruit emerges the better for it. Power and style.” 

94 points - Australian Wine Showcase Magazine 

93 points - National Liquor News (Annual Cabernet Tasting) 

92 points - Huon Hooke (The Real Review) “Very deep, dark red with a good tint of purple and a fresh minty berry and oak 

bouquet. It's bright, fresh and intense with hi-fi Cabernet flavour and aroma. It's ripe and varietal, and laced with appealing 

peppermint. The tannins are persuasive but elegantly-crafted and fine-grained. A very smart Cabernet”.  

 

 

Latest Reviews - July 2019 



2016 Reserve Chardonnay  

95 points - Australian Wine Showcase Magazine  

94 points -  Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “A blend of grapes from McLaren Vale and Coonawarra, this magnificently styled  

chardonnay shows nectarine, rockmelon, vanilla and cedar characters on the nose with lemon peel and brioche nuances. The 

palate is concentrated and wonderfully weighted with excellent depth and intensity, backed by creamy texture and bright  

acidity. 5 stars.” 

92 points - Huon Hooke (The Real Review) Recommended Top Value  “Full yellow colour. The bouquet shows a lot of oak, 

and some low-level sulfides. Roasted hazelnuts. The wine is full and rich in the mouth with abundant flavour and complexity. 

There are meaty charcuterie and honey, vanilla and malt notes. A full-on oak-driven chardonnay with the full paintbox.” 

2014 Jacko’s Shiraz 

94 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) 

“It is gorgeously fruited and aromatic on the nose showing blackberry, dark plum, vanilla and cedary oak characters with  

nuances of toasted spices. The palate delivers lovely concentration and weight, together with supple mouthfeel and fleshy  

texture. It is up front and flavoursome, loaded with delicious flavours. At its best: now to 2028. 5 stars” 

2012 G & W Cabernet Sauvignon 

95 points - Australian Wine Showcase Magazine 

95 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “The wine offers glorious aromas of cassis, dark berry, cigar box, espresso, black olive and 

floral on the nose. It is concentrated and intensely flavoured on the palate, displaying excellent depth and complexity, backed 

by fine texture and chalky tannins, which provide a sturdy structure and magnificent length. Beautifully maturing and hugely 

enjoyable. 5 stars.” 

2013 Bush Vine Shiraz Grenache Mourvedré 

94 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “A gorgeous wine showing gloriously attractive aromas of dark fruit, cedar, smoked game, 

dark chocolate and mushroom on the nose, leading to a concentrated palate that is plump and fleshy. The wine offers terrific 

fruit power and generosity, brilliantly structured by fine, chalky tannins, finishing impressively long and seductive. 5 stars.” 

93 points - Australian Wine Showcase Magazine 

92 points - Ray Jordan (The West Australian) “Extra time in bottle has added another dimension into this fleshy, opulent 

blend. Lush chocolate and spicy, savoury plum, with a lick of cedary oak. Dense mid palate and a long finish. Pop a bottle or 

two in the cellar to see how it ages.” 

 

Latest Reviews - July 2019 



 

2018 Bush Vine Grenache Rosé  

93 points - James Halliday (Weekend Australian) “Pale magenta; expressive grenache perfume/spice; carefully managed skin 

contact. Fresh, vibrant, juicy red berry/raspberry/cherry; bone dry and crisp, matches whatever you eat. Merrill has 30 years in 

the rosé game.”  

92 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “Delightfully fruited and instantly appealing, the bouquet shows white flesh nectarine,  

raspberry, watermelon, lemon peel and floral characters, leading to a vibrant palate that is pristine and lively. A charming wine 

offering fabulous elegance and poise.” 

2016 Cilento Sangiovese 

94 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “Superbly fruited and expressive, the bouquet shows blackcurrant, spiced cherry, olive and 

mixed spice aromas with subtle notes of vanilla and hazelnut. The palate is succulent and plush, delivering gorgeous fruit  

richness together with silky mouthfeel, finishing beautifully long and attractive. At its best: now to 2023. 5 stars.” 

93 points - Australian Wine Showcase Magazine 

2018 Foothills Sauvignon Blanc 

93 points - Australian Wine Showcase Magazine 

2012 Wickham Park Merlot 

92 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “The wine combines gorgeous fruit richness with stylish savoury nuances; the inviting  

bouquet shows dark plum, spiced cherry, cedar, cocoa and smoked game characters, leading to a wonderfully weighted palate 

that is silky and fleshy. The wine offers impressive fruit power backed by fine, polished tannins.” 

2012 Fleurieu Cabernet Shiraz  

93 points - Toni Paterson MW (The Real Review) “A beautifully, fragrant wine with elegant fruit as well as harmony between 

the varietal components. It is a mix of bright red berries balanced by gentle savouriness. It has benefitted from its six years of 

bottle age but retains freshness and vibrancy. Decant a few hours before serving. Drinking well now and a steal at this price.” 

93 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “This is immediately appealing on the nose showing blackberry, cassis, mint chocolate,  

cedar and fragrant spice aromas. The palate delivers excellent concentration and intensity, wonderfully complemented by 

smooth mouthfeel and stylish oak infusion. Beautifully balanced and harmonious with a persistent silky finish. 5 stars.” 

91 points - James Halliday (Wine Companion) “Plenty of dark-fruited flavour beams across this archetypal Australian blend. 

Still, there is life left yet. Satsuma plum and Chinatown's herbal medicine notes lay the platform.” 

 

 

 

Latest Reviews - July 2019 



2013 Pimpala Vineyard Cabernet Merlot 

95 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “This is a gorgeous Bordeaux blend just starting to show matured complexity; the fabulously 

expressed bouquet shows crème de cassis, vanilla, mixed spice, mint chocolate and roasted nut aromas, followed by a succulent 

palate that is powerful and refined at the same time. The wine is mouth filling and gratifying with loads of attractive flavours. 5 

stars.” 

2013 Pimpala Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon 

95 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “An outstanding cabernet made from grapes grown in Coonawarra and McLaren Vale. 

The gorgeously expressed bouquet shows blackcurrant, dark plum, cigar, cedary wood and warm spice aromas, leading to a 

concentrated palate that displays excellent depth and richness. It is varietally true and immensely appealing, finishing  

impressively long and engaging. 5 stars.” 

93 points - Australian Wine Showcase Magazine 

2014 Pimpala Vineyard Shiraz 

96 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “The wine offers magnificent dark fruit richness together with seductive oak nuances;  

fragrant aromas of black / blueberry, chocolate tart, cedar, cake spice and violet lead to a sumptuous palate that is opulent 

and lavishly textured. Flatteringly classy and luxurious. 5 stars.” 

94 points - Australian Wine Showcase Magazine 

2016 Botham Merrill Willis Chardonnay 

95 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “Gorgeously elegant and refined, this stylish chardonnay shows ripe stone fruit, grapefruit 

and lemon pith characters with nuances of vanilla and cashew. The palate is concentrated and fleshy, delivering pristine fruit 

flavours together with subtle savoury undertones, backed by bright acidity. Persistent and engaging with delightful flavours. 5 

stars.” 

2012 Botham Merrill Willis Cabernet Sauvignon 

95 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “Wonderfully fruited and gorgeously expressed, the bouquet shows blackcurrant, black 

cherry, cigar box, roasted coffee bean and black olive aromas on the nose, leading to a concentrated palate that is impressively 

flavoured with excellent weight and intensity. The wine displays seductive complexity together with fine texture and chalky  

tannins, finishing superbly long and sturdy. 5 stars.” 

95 points - Australian Wine Showcase Magazine 

 

Latest Reviews - July 2019 



2013 Botham Merrill Willis Shiraz 

94 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “A splendid shiraz offering power and grace in one; the wonderfully fragrant bouquet shows 

blackberry, cherry, game, warm spice, cocoa and cedar characters, followed by a concentrated palate that is mouth filling and 

opulent. The wine exhibits excellent fruit purity backed by stylish savoury complexity and silky tannins, finishing magnificently 

long and engaging. 5 stars.” 

92 points - Australian Wine Showcase Magazine 

2014 Barrel Select Shiraz 

94 points - Sam Kim (Wine Orbit) “Richly fruited and engaging, the bouquet shows blackberry, spiced cherry, violet, chocolate 

tart and roasted hazelnut characters. The palate displays excellent weight and opulence as well as fleshy texture and expansive 

mouthfeel, superbly structured by fine, firm tannins. Bold, brooding and robust. 5 stars.” 

Latest Reviews - July 2019 


